SAN DIEGO COUNTY FOOTBALL OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION
THE WEEKLY BULL - JULY 8, 2026

Tonight’s Agenda
1. Introductions: Special Guests, Board Members, Crew Chiefs, Recruiting Committee, New 1st Year Members
2. Message from the President
3. Awarding of patches to new regulars
4. Announcements:
· Assignment Secretaries 
· Executive Secretary
· Treasurer
· Banquet Chair – Year 1, Year 2 & Transfers dismissed to your classrooms
· Instructional Chair
5. Certified Officials Dismissed to Your Classrooms
· Attendance
· Packet Contents: Instructional Materials Packet, Flag Rule Book
· New Rules and New Mechanics from the Bull

Attendance Requirements (2026) – In order to be eligible for the 2027 draft and not lose game assignments (including the 2026 playoffs), all members must attend nine (9) meetings (includes your Position Clinic & the Banquet) and pass both the Rules Exam and Mechanics Exam (70%).  Any exceptions must have Board approval.

2026 New Rules Tackle 
1. The committee has approved the wearing of play cards on both the forearm/wrist and belt areas of the body. 1-5-3c(9)
2. The committee approved new rules language that no player may use the hand(s) to slap the opponent’s head. 9-4-7 
3. 2026 Football Editorial Changes 
a. 8-2-2; 8-2-3; 8-2-4; 8-2-5 – Now carries over to the “Succeeding Spot” for overtime
b. 1-1-8 Game ends when 4th quarter or overtime is declared over.  After that report to CIF
c. 1-5-1d(5)a 4, 5 – Mouth Pieces (no propellers, nothing dangling)
d. 9-4-3p – Kickoff or punt returners can be defenseless players (focus on catch or recovery)
e. 10-4-4a – Illegal batting or kicking are spot fouls behind the line of scrimmage if by the offensive team.
2026 Football Points of Emphasis 
1. Flagrant and Unsportsmanlike Fouls 
2. Helping the Runner 
3. Sideline Management and Control 
4. Identification of the NFHS Authenticating Mark on Game Balls

2026 New Mechanics - Tackle 
1. The new shirt, with the SDCFOA logo on the sleeve, will be required of all officials starting this season.
2. Following their completion of their survey of player equipment for their team, the flank will present the completed card to his/her head coach.  It is suggested that the umpire accompany the flank.
3. The Back Judge will raise his/her arm above their head at 10 seconds and then will provide a “basketball type” countdown at 5 seconds.
4. The Referee will either visit briefly with each head coach at the quarter change, or visit with each head coach at the end of halftime when the teams return to the field.  The Referee may also choose to do both.
5. Officials will open their radios when they are reporting foul information to the Referee.


SDCFOA Mechanics Point of Emphasis 2026

1. Referees will emphasize the agreed upon signaling to be used by the flank officials for every “non-crew” game.  It is understood that a crew will have agreed to their signaling prior to their scrimmage.
2. Flank officials should use their widest receiver to communicate with the inside receivers, any adjustments that need to be made in their formations.  Inside receivers tend to not hear, or ignore, yelling by the flank official.  These adjustments should be made during the dead ball period.
3. Wide receivers should return incomplete passes to the umpire rather than the officials using a “daisy chain”.  Wide receivers need to be made aware of this responsibility early in the game, even in pregame.  The Umpire may also speak with the center to get his assistance with getting the wide receivers to comply.  And finally, it is also extremely effective if a team has a “ball boy” who can run a ball directly to the Umpire following long incompletions.
4. When the Back Judge is instructing the clock operator, they should take a moment to request that the announcer pause when the Referee is going to announce foul information over the wireless microphone.

2026 New Rules - Flag 
1. The committee approved a procedure to allow for the team trailing in score to attempt a high risk play in order to maintain possession following a score. 2-35-10, 3-4-3l (NEW), 4-1-1, 8-3-9 EXCEPTION (NEW), 8-4-3 EXCEPTION (NEW)
2. Increased the total number of charged time-outs per half from two to three so as to give each team an extra opportunity to stop play each half with an additional time-out. 3-5-1
3. Following a safety, the team whose goal line was involved shall put the ball in play by a scrimmage kick from it’s own 20-yard line. 4-1-1, 8-5-5

2026 New Mechanics - Flag – See the 2026 SDCFOA Flag Football Mechanics handout in your packet.  This supersedes the flag Official Mechanics and Officiating Standards manual page 191 where 3-person mechanics are listed.  The changes were significant enough to fully reprint that section of the manual.  You might print another copy from the website and keep one in your car, and one folded and placed inside your Mechanics Manual.

From the Ethics in Sports Document on CIF Website – When more than two athletes leave the bench area to begin a confrontation, or leave the bench area to join an altercation, the contest will be stopped by officials and coaches. Those athlete(s) designated by the officials will be ejected and the team(s) that left the bench area must forfeit the contest, record a loss, and the team(s) and player(s) placed on probation for the remainder of the season. 
