[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s Playoff Time – I don’t need to say any more than it’s playoff time!  Huge games.  One team advances and one team’s season ends.  We must respect that.  Prepare extensively for this game.  Be cohesive as a crew.  Trust your crewmate.  Do your job!!!  Remember, you earned this assignment; our assignor has faith in you and your work.  Don’t let him or the Association down.  More importantly, don’t let the players, teams or the game down!  Be professional, demonstrate presence.  And have fun!!!!

Spalding Football Must Be Used in All Playoff Rounds – Teams may use any Spalding football of their choice, but they must use a Spalding football in all playoff games this year.  The Spalding football must be in use throughout the game (not just on kick offs)

Golf Tourney & Banquet – Our banquet will be next Wednesday, November 7th at 6:00 pm.  Make sure you attend as you’ve already paid for your dinner.  And don’t forget to send in any stories you may have to Bob Hood.  

The banquet is located at the Anchors Catering and Conference Center.  The Center is located at the intersection of W.Division St. and Norman Scott Rd.  I believe you take the Division St. off ramp of The 5 south just past The 15.  As you exit just continue straight and you'll be heading onto the Navy base.  You take a quick right into the Conference Center before you get to the gate blocking entrance to the base.  There will be a SDCFOA Sign on the fence where you are to turn right.  

Film – I’m doing the best I can to get film during the playoffs but the teams are no longer required to add their games to their League Pools.  So, if I’m successful, you will get a film.  If not, then no film.  I will encourage teams to share with us so we can evaluate our efforts, mechanics and judgments.  Wish me luck!

Entry to CIF Playoff Games – Please note that our SDCFOA Association Pass is not good for any playoff games.  If you are assisting a crew, then you must enter the facility/field with the crew.  Do not go to the gate and ask for entrance because you are an official.  This will not work and is an embarrassment to our Association.  The $5 playoff passes will be on sale at the banquet along with all of the credentials for the crews, chain crews and timers.

Ejections – If a player is disqualified during a playoff game, the same reporting requirements exist.  Please notify Steve Coover if an ejection occurs during your game.  

Touchback – Remember in high school football the positioning of the player’s body relative to the goal line makes no difference when determining if a kick has reached the endzone for a touch back.  In high school, only the position of the ball relative to the goal line is considered.  So, if a player is in the end zone and reaches back into the field of play and bats the ball backwards to prevent the ball from crossing the goal line, the ball will be marked dead in the field of play where the ball ends up.  As long as the ball does not cross the goal line, the ball is still live!  NCAA and NFL are completely different, as are plays involving a player out of bounds and the sideline in high school.

SD Youth Football Fund – Game Check Weekend – Don’t forget to turn in your money.  You can mail it in, or donate on-line.  We’ll get a report on our fundraising efforts soon!

Weekly Instructional Video – I will continue to send a Weekly Instructional Video for the next few weeks.  It is a quick way to share ideas and officiating concepts and principles…and I hope fun to watch.  I hope you will continue to watch games live during the playoffs if you’re not assigned.  Come out and support your fellow officials as they work these extremely important games!  You will always learn something new and useful.  See you at the games!

7-Man Mechanics Workshop Wednesday November 14th at 7:00 pm at Mira Mesa High School Library – This is a mandatory meeting for all officials who are assigned a 7-man semifinal or 7-man final.  Chain crew members and timers do not attend.  Open Division Semifinal games will take place prior to November 14th so you must conduct your own pre-game and prepare your crew for that important game on Friday November 9th.  The Open Division finals crew (Jeff Phillips) is expected to attend this meeting.  The 8-Man finals crew is excused from attending this meeting.

This year’s presenters will be Chris Wiggins, Bill Bishop, Tim Podraza, Clay Reynard Jr., and Don Carey.  Our 7-Man Mechanics Manual is posted on our website and a handout by position will be sent to all those working.

